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The subject of intrauterine craniometry, or measuring the dimensions of the foetal head before birth, is surely destined to assume great importance, on account of its affording the accoucheur information of the highest value to guide him in the treatment of labour rendered difficult by deformities It is also evident that they are all as yet very imperfect and little reliable resources, whether adopted singly or in combination. It is in the latter way, no doubt, that the practitioner should proceed.
Investigators, however, should not be discouraged, for they may reflect on the imperfect and unsatisfactory character of pelvimetry even now after so much learning and ingenuity have been expended upon it. Practitioners, also, will not despise the small beginnings, for they will be glad to have the value and precision of pelvimetry eked out by the use of intrauterine craniometry.
Dr Simpson thought the subject one of great importance. The method of measuring by the forceps was perhaps the oldest of all. Osiander and others had an index fixed to the handles of the forceps, by which they could judge of the degree of separation of the blades. As regards the determination of the sex of the child, w7e should remember that, as a rule, the sex was likely to be that of the older parent, if there was any considerable disproportion in age.
